
at Altadena Valley Presbyterian Church



We are glad you are here.

Please visit our website at www.avpc.org for more information about our beliefs,
our staff  and our ministries.

We want you to feel as comfortable as possible while attending worship with us, so 
here are a few details which might be helpful to you.

• Children are always welcome to participate in worship with their families.
But, in case you need it, we do off er childcare for children ages 3 and under
during both morning services. Please ask an usher for directions to where
the childcare area is located.

• Midway through the worship services, children ages 4 to 6 years old will
be dismissed and escorted to their own church time in Room L-1 of the 
Education Building. Parents can pick up their children after Sunday School
(no later than 10:55 AM please) or after the 11:00 AM service.

• A Nursing Mother’s room, with an audio feed of the service, is located just
outside the Sanctuary, next to the Parlor.

If you are visiting with us, we would love an opportunity to get to know you better.
Please scan the QR code below, or sign the pew registry pad. We give our fi rst-time 
visitors a small gift, which you can get in the Welcome Center or Narthex.

Come, let us worship together!

VISITORS: 

SCAN HERE

In consideration of others, please silence all electronic devices.

  
Welcome  to  Altadena Valley
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
November 27, 2022 | 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM

First Sunday of Advent

PRELUDE

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely 
exile here, until the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come 
to thee, O Israel. O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 
from depths of hell thy people save, and give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Rejoice! 
Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. O come, thou Key of David, 
come and open wide our heav’nly home; make safe the way that leads on high, 
and close the path to misery. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O 
Israel. 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  •  Isaiah 40:1-5

Ryan & Melissa Parker Family  (8:30 AM Service)

Nick & Callen Moyer  (11:00 AM Service)

FIRST SUNDAY 

OF ADVENT: 

The Advent 

wreath has long 

been a custom 

here at AVPC.  

This morning we

light the candle 

to remind us to

prepare our hearts 

and minds for the 

coming of Jesus

Christ. May God 

Himself, through 

His prophets, lead 

us to Jesus, the 

only Redeemer 

of His people. O 

Come, O Come,

Emmanuel.
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CALL TO WORSHIP •  From Psalm 89:1; Isaiah 61:10

(Leader) The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in 
the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 
(All) Let the light of your face shine upon us, O LORD. 

You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as 
people rejoice at the harvest. 
You have fi lled our hearts with greater joy than when grain and new wine 

abound. 

You have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the 
rod of their oppressor. 
We will lie down and sleep in peace, for you alone, O LORD, make us dwell in 

safety.  

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. 
He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, with justice and 

righteousness from that time on and forevermore.

The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.  
O come, let us adore him, Christ our Lord.

INVOCATION

THE WELCOME OF GOD

Our welcome

of one another 

is a tangible 

expression of 

God’s welcome 

to us.

Through God’s

Word, his people

are called to enter 

into his presence 

in corporate

worship.
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SONGS OF PRAISE

“God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen”

God rest you merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay,
Remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas day,
To save us all from Satan’s pow’r when we were gone astray;
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy.

From God our heav’nly Father, a blessed angel came;
And unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same;
How that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name.
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy.

The shepherds at those tidings rejoiced much in mind,
And left their fl ocks a feeding, in tempest, storm, and wind;
And went to Bethlehem straightway, the Son of God to fi nd.
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy.

“What Child is This?”

What child is this, who laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.

Why lies he in such mean estate, where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading.
Nail, spear, shall pierce him through; the cross be borne for me, for you:
Hail, hail the Word made fl esh, the babe, the son of Mary.

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own him;
The King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him.
Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby:
Joy, joy for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary.

PLEASE STAND
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“Yet Not I But Through Christ In Me” (11:00 AM Service)

What gift of grace is Jesus, my Redeemer. 
There is no more for heaven now to give. 
He is my joy, my righteousness and freedom, 
My steadfast love my deep and boundless peace. 
To this I hold: my hope is only Jesus. 
For my life is wholly bound to his. 
Oh how strange and divine, I can sing, “All is mine!” 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me. 

The night is dark, but I am not forsaken, 
For by my side the Savior, he will stay. 
I labor on in weakness and rejoicing, 
For in my need, his power is displayed. 
To this I hold: my Shepherd will defend me. 
Through the deepest valley he will lead. 
Oh the night has been won and I shall overcome! 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me. 

No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven, 
The future sure, the price, it has been paid. 
For Jesus bled and suff ered for my pardon, 
And he was raised to overthrow the grave. 
To this I hold: my sin has been defeated. 
Jesus now, and ever, is my plea. 
Oh the chains are released, I can sing, “I am free!” 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me. 

With every breath I long to follow Jesus, 
For he has said that he will bring me home. 
And day by day I know he will renew me 
Until I stand with joy before the throne. 
To this I hold: my hope is only Jesus. 
All the glory evermore to him. 
When the race is complete still my lips shall repeat, 
“Yet not I, but through Christ in me.”

Words and Music by Jonny Robinson, Michael Farren, and Rich Thompson.

To this I hold: my 

hope is only Jesus. 

All the glory 

evermore to him. 

When the race is

complete still my 

lips shall repeat, 

“Yet not I, but 

through Christ in 

me.”
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CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

(Leader) Heavenly Father, it is Advent. It is the season in which we prepare our 
hearts to welcome Christ, who is the bringer of all peace. 

We confess to you the ways in which we block the peace of Christ in our lives. 
God of peace, hear our prayer.

The rushing and scurrying to get things done, 
(Congregation) we confess to you, O God of peace.

The worry about the little details,
we confess to you, O God of peace.

The fi nancial burdens we put on ourselves,
we confess to you, O God of peace.

The impatience and irritability we feel and take out on one another,
we confess to you, O God of peace.

The bickering and quarreling we get into because we are too busy,
we confess to you, O God of peace.

Though we make ourselves less than peaceful at this time of the year, your 
peace is always there for us.

Instill within us your peace, O God.

When we feel overwhelmed, 
instill within us your peace, O God.

When we are fi lled with worry, 
instill within us your peace, O God.

When we become irritable, 
instill within us your peace, O God.

When the guilt of our ways threatens to overcome us, help us to remember 
that we are forgiven in Christ. 

Instill within us your peace, O God.

Instill within us your peace and help us to make choices that bring us closer 
to you. Help us to be more peaceful so that we may spread Christ’s peace and 
love to others. 

(All) In Jesus’ Name we pray, Amen.

Worship Sourcebook  D.2.2.12.

As a corporate

body, we confess 

our sins to God and 

call out to him for 

forgiveness.

PLEASE  BE SEATED
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SILENT CONFESSION

CHRIST’S REFINING WORK

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the 
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of 
the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of 
hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when 
he appears? For he is like a refi ner’s fi re and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a 
refi ner and purifi er of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and 
refi ne them like gold and silver, until they present off erings to the Lord in 
righteousness. Then the off ering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing 
to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. The messenger of 
the Lord has come in Christ. In Christ, we present off erings to the Lord in 
righteousness!

(All) Thanks be to God for his lavish grace! 

Worship Sourcebook D.2.4.5   Based on Malachi 3:1-4, NRSV.

We encourage you

to use this time for 

silent refl ection.
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HYMN OF RESPONSE •  #196

“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”

Come, Thou long expected Jesus, 
Born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us, 
Let us fi nd our rest in thee.
Israel’s Strength and Consolation, 
Hope of all the earth thou art;
Dear Desire of every nation, 
Joy of every longing heart.

Joy to those who long to see thee, 
Dayspring from on high, appear;
Come, thou promised Rod of Jesse, 
Of thy birth we long to hear!
O’er the hills the angels singing 
News, Glad tidings of a birth:
“Go to him, your praises bringing; 
Christ the Lord has come to earth.”

Come to earth to taste our sadness, 
He whose glories knew no end;
By his life he brings us gladness, 
Our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend.
Leaving riches without number, 
Born within a cattle stall;
This the everlasting wonder, 
Christ was born the Lord of all.

Born thy people to deliver, 
Born a child and yet a King,
Born to reign in us forever, 
How thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all suffi  cient merit, 
Raise us to thy glorious throne.

PLEASE STAND
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PASTORAL PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READING  •  Romans 3:27-31

3:27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By 
a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that one is justifi ed by 
faith apart from works of the law. 29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the 
God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 30 since God is one—who will justify 
the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith. 31 Do we then 
overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the 
law. 

At this time, 

children ages 4-6 

are dismissed for 

their worship.

PLEASE  BE SEATED
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SERMON   •   “Gospel Fruit” Rev. Brad Allison

Like a large ship moving through the water and leaving a big wake, large events 
like the gospel leave an equally large wake. There is no event in the history of the 
world that is larger than the death of Jesus. Paul has labored to establish the fact 
that the wrath of God is the single greatest challenge faced by our sinful human 
race, after which he announces God’s solution to that in the paragraph that the 
N. T. scholar Leon Morris called “possibly the most important single paragraph 
ever written.” The death of Jesus has fully satisfi ed the wrath of God, meaning 
that there is no more wrath for God’s people. For the one who believes in Christ, 
Judgment Day has been moved from the future to the past, and the verdict 
of acquittal has already been pronounced. In today’s passage, Paul lists three 
signifi cant changes wrought by the big gospel event.

I. A Heart Change – No Boasting – v. 27-28

II. A Social Change – Unity – v. 29-30

III. A Behavioral Change – Law-Keeping – v. 31
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GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

(“Self-serve communion packets” are available at all main sanctuary entrances. Gluten-free 
“bread” is available in the Welcome Center. As the elements are passed, feel free to state the 
following words to the person next to you in the pew:  Bread—“This is Christ’s body, given 
for you.” Juice—“This is Christ’s blood, shed for the forgiveness of your sins.”)

SONG OF RESPONSE

“I Boast No More”

No more, my God, I boast no more of all the duties I have done; I quit the hopes 
I held before, to trust the merits of thy Son. No more my God, no more my God, 
no more my God, I boast no more. Now, for the loss I bear his name, what was 
my gain I count my loss; my former pride I call my shame, and nail my glory to his 
cross. Yes, and I must and will esteem all things but loss for Jesus’ sake; O may my 
soul be found in him, and of his righteousness partake! The best obedience of my 
hands dares not appear before thy throne; but faith can answer thy demands, by 
pleading what my Lord has done.

Words by Isaac Watts. Music by Sandra McCracken.

As an act of 

worship, we give

back to God a 

portion of our 

many blessings.

The best 

obedience of my 

hands dares not 

appear before 

thy throne; but 

faith can answer 

thy demands, by 

pleading what 

my Lord has

done.
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Words and Music used by permission.  All rights reserved.  CCLI #123371.

HYMN OF RESPONSE  •  #226

“As With Gladness Men of Old”

As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold;
As with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright;
So, most gracious God, may we evermore be led to thee.

As with joyful steps they sped to that lowly cradle bed,
There to bend the knee before him whom heav’n and earth adore;
So may we with willing feet ever seek thy mercy seat.

As they off ered gifts most rare at that cradle rude and bare;
So may we with holy joy, pure, and free from sin’s alloy,
All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav’nly King.

Holy Jesus, ev’ry day keep us in the narrow way;
And when earthly things are past, bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glory hide.

In the heav’nly country bright need they no created light;
Thou its light, its joy, its crown, thou its sun which goes not down;
There forever may we sing alleluias to our King.

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

PLEASE STAND

Our worship

concludes with

God sending us

into the world 

with his blessing.

WEEKLY BIBLE READING  (November 28 - December 4)

Hebrews 7      •      Hebrews 8-9     •     Hebrews 10     •     Hebrews 11     •     Hebrews 12   



OUR MISSIONARIES OF THE WEEK  are Hysen and Esmeralda Kanani, serving with CRU among students 
in Albania. 

• COVID PROTOCOL: Currently, both early and late services are mask-optional in the Sanctuary 
and seating in the Parlor is social distanced and mask-required for the early service. Beginning 
December 4, the Sanctuary and the Parlor will be mask-optional in both the early and late services.

• PASTORAL TRANSITION FAQ DOCUMENT:  Curious to know what the latest news is from our 
Pastoral Transition Committee? If so, we encourage you to check out the FAQ document which 
can be found in the parlor and in the Welcome Center. There will also be informational meetings 
regarding the pastoral transition during the Sunday School hour on December 4 and 11. We 
encourage you to attend those meetings. An electronic version of this document can be found on 
the church website: www.avpc.org/about/pastoral-transition.

• LESSONS & CAROLS: Our annual Lessons and Carols Service, featuring the AVPC Chancel Choir, 
Orchestra, Bell Choir, Preschool Praisers, and AVPC musicians, will be on Sunday, December 11. A 
reception will follow in the Fellowship Hall. Please bring a homemade Christmas sweet to share 
(enough for 25 people) and drop it off  in the kitchen. Please note that doors will open for seating in 
the Sanctuary at 5:15 PM. You will not be able to save seats before this time. (Note: we will provide 
seating for kitchen workers.) Childcare will be provided through age three during the service.

• CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: Instead of one Congregational Meeting, the Session is now calling 
two. The fi rst will be on December 4, at 10:15 AM in Fellowship Hall (immediately following the 9:45 
AM Fellowship Brunch), for the purpose of changing the call of Blake Harris from Assistant Pastor 
to Associate Pastor and also to hear a report from the Session on the pastoral transition process. 
The second Congregational Meeting will be on December 18 at 9:45 AM in Fellowship Hall for the 
purpose of electing church offi  cers. The Elder nominees are: Brian Beckett, Brent McClenny, Jack 
Morris, Karl Poythress, and Thomas Prettyman. The Deacon nominees are: Woody Armstrong, Al 
Foster, Trey Holmes, Matt Jackson, Jon Peters, Josh Putman, Bill Sommer, and Ed Woff ord. 

• GENERAL FUND BUDGET: Hard copies of the Proposed 2023 General Fund Budget are available for 
your review. These can be found in the Parlor and Welcome Center. Electronic copy can be found on 
the Worship & Media/Resource Links tab of the church website.

• ON THE ROAD TO BETHLEHEM FAMILY DEVOTIONALS: On the Road to Bethlehem is a weekly 
Advent family devotional created by AVPC members. Copies are available in the Parlor and 
Welcome Center. 

AnnouncementsAnnouncements
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11/20/22 

Receipts

Year-To-Date

Receipts

Year-To-Date

Requirements

Over(Under)

Budget

General Fund $23,432 $1,172,232 $1,145,496 $26,737 

Faith Promise $2,266 $261,499 $271,741 ($10,242)

SUNDAY (NOVEMBER 27) *

8:30 AM Worship Service
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
 Brad | Romans 3:27-31
4:00 PM Orchestra/Ensemble Rehearsal
5:00 PM Kid’s Bridge Night
 Youth Ministry Night
 Chancel Choir Rehearsal
 Community Groups 
 Men’s Bible Study 

MONDAY (NOVEMBER 28) 

6:30 AM Men’s Breakfast 

WEDNESDAY (NOVEMBER 30) 

9:00 AM  WTW Bible Study - Cookie Exchange
6:00 PM Community Groups 
6:15 PM Praise Team Rehearsal

THURSDAY (DECEMBER 1) 

9:00 AM  Men’s Coff ee 

FRIDAY (DECEMBER 2) 

9:00 AM  Silver Singles Christmas Brunch

SUNDAY (DECEMBER 4) 

8:30 AM Worship Service
9:45 AM Fellowship Brunch 
10:15 AM Congregational Meeting
11:00 AM Worship Service
 Brad | Romans 4:13-25
4:00 PM Orchestra/Ensemble Rehearsal
5:00 PM Kid’s Bridge Night
 Youth Ministry Night
 Chancel Choir
 Community Groups 
 Men’s Bible Study 

CalendarCalendar
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*Celebration of The Lord’s Supper

• HANGING OF THE GREEN: Thank you to all the volunteers who participated in the Hanging of 
the Green last week. The building and grounds look beautiful! 
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