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QUESTIONING GOD 
Romans 3:1-8 

 
I was reading Catie Lumpkin’s family devotional from last week (fyi, these are 
awesome), and discovered that when Catie was a little girl, her parents told her 
not to get into the Christmas presents when they were away. As soon as she was 
alone, she unwrapped every one of them. When her parents got home, she said 
that her sister had lied about something but didn’t happen to share about the 
unwrapped presents.  
 
None of us likes to be found out. Like Adam and Eve frantically finding fig leaves, 
we avoid facing the reality and weight of our sin. 
 
Paul knew that after telling his readers that they are all sinners – Gentiles, Jews, 
all of them – they might feel the need to escape the weightiness of that truth. 
 
He’s continuing to flesh out his main point – that God’s righteousness has been 
manifested in two ways: 

1) The bad news – judgment on the unrighteous 
2) The good news – salvation for those who by faith become righteous 

 
So far, Paul has focused on the bad news, emphasizing that sin is not a gentile 
problem – it’s a human problem – even Jewish teachers of the law don’t practice 
what they preach.  
 
Soon he’s going to get to the good news – there is a solution to sin and it’s not us. 
But before he lands on the good news, Paul doubles down to make sure we feel 
the weight of the bad news, because if we don’t, the good news will mean 
nothing. 
Paul knows that if we avoid feeling the weightiness of our sin, we will never 
know the lightness of grace.  
 
In today’s passage, Paul the theologian meets Paul the pastor/shepherd. He 
anticipates our questions, knowing that when we are confronted with our 
sinfulness, we are tempted to deflect, to shift the blame, to try anything to escape 
feeling the weight of our sin – and possibly the most common way we do this is by 
questioning God.  
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These questions act as barriers to keep us from feeling the weight of our sin. 
There are 8 questions in our passage, but they boil down to two: 

1) Is God the Promise-Maker faithful?  
2) Is God the Judge just? 

 
I. Is God the Promise-Maker Faithful (vv. 1-4)  

When confronted with our sin, we wrestle with this: Does God keep his 
promises? Can I trust God? 
 
We must get back in the flow of Paul’s thought to pinpoint the source of 
this question.  
 
Chapter 2 ended in a way that would blow Jewish minds (and egos).  
 
[READ vv. 28-29] 
 
Being Jewish, Paul said, was not about bloodline or which of the 12 
tribes you claimed, but about the heart.  
One commentator describes the unthinkable picture: “an uncircumcised 
gentile keeping the law receives more favorable judgment from God in 
the end than a circumcised Jew who breaks the law.”1  
 
This would’ve left Jewish heads spinning – What?!?! When it comes to 
salvation, a Jew is no better off than a gentile?  
 
Paul anticipates what his Jewish readers will wonder: [READ 3:1] 
 
What about God’s promises to Israel? What about his promise to 
Abraham that he would bless him and make him a great nation and give 
that nation a land flowing with milk and honey and that kings would 
come from him and that one day a Messiah would come to save them? 
 

 
1 Frank Thielman, Romans, p. 160.  



  10.23.22 

As one British pastor put it: “God called and made the Jewish people, 
and if there is no good in being a Jew, it means God’s work has come to 
nothing.”2 
 
God made promises to his covenant people. Were they worthless? Was 
there any advantage to being a Jew? 

 
Paul quickly answers in v. 2: “Much in every way” – and he gives the first 
and foremost advantage: “the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of 
God.” 
 
What are the “oracles of God”? The very words of God – here referring 
to the OT Scriptures, including promises of a coming Messiah-King.3  

 
What does it mean that they were “entrusted” with the Scriptures? 
 
At least two things: 
1) They were stewards – given the OT Scriptures to preserve, protect, 

pass down – a job for which we should be eternally grateful. The 
Jews were the very “library-keepers” of Christianity,4 and they did an 
exceptional job [hold up Bible].  

2) Never just for them – entrusted to them for the sake of others  
 

So the Jews had this massive advantage over the gentiles – the very 
oracles of God, and yet this was not enough to save. We have an even 
greater advantage with the NT – we see the ultimate Oracle of God, the 
Oracle made flesh, and yet hearing about him is not enough to save.  
 
One said it like this: “The Jews had the means of salvation but not the 
monopoly.”5 
That’s because righteousness has always been by faith. It is not enough 
to hear the promises – one must believe them.  

 
But Paul anticipates another question that naturally follows: 

 
2 C.K. Barrett, Reading Through Romans, p. 13.  
3 Zerwick and Grosvenor, A Grammatical Analysis of the Greek New Testament, p. 464.  
4 Matthew Henry, Commentary on the Whole Bible 
5 Matthew Henry 
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(v 3) “What if some were unfaithful? Does their faithlessness nullify the 
faithfulness of God?”  
 
Not all Jews were saved. Many didn’t believe God’s promises.  
 
Does that mean that God broke his? Was he unfaithful to his covenant 
people? If some were faithless, was that God’s fault?  
 
[Do you ever question God’s faithfulness? “God, if you were here like 
you said you would be, I wouldn’t be struggling like I am.”] 
 
Paul is quick to shut this idea down: (v. 4) “By no means!” (Put that 
thought as far out of your mind as possible)6 
 
“Let God be true though every one were a liar” – better to consider 
everyone a liar than to suspect God of untruth.7 Paul paints God’s 
faithfulness standing starkly against humanity’s faithlessness.  
 
He proves this by quoting Psalm 51:4 – David’s prayer after sin with 
Bathsheba.  
David had sinned. Was it God’s fault? God had made promises to David 
(II Samuel 7). Did God forget these while David hatched a plan from his 
rooftop? Should we put God on trial? 
 
No, David says – “Against you, you only have I sinned and done what is 
evil in your sight, that you may be justified in your words and blameless 
in your judgment”  
 
But Paul gives a slight difference: “that you might…prevail when you are 
judged” – picturing God on trial. Modern humanity wants to put God on 
trial. But Paul says, “Go ahead – he will win every time.” 

 
[Application: We’re tempted to put God on trial. Is he faithful? Does he 
keep his promises? God is faithful even when we are faithless. Why? 

 
6 Thielman, p. 168.  
7 Matthew Henry 
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Because that’s who he is. At the very moment he was giving the law to 
Moses on Mount Sinai, the people were having an idolatrous party 
down below. God threatened to wipe them out and start over with 
Moses, but Moses appealed to God’s promises to Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob. On that ground, God relented, and later reminded Moses of his 
character: “I am the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness…” (Exodus 32; 34:6).  
 
Are you wondering if God has forgotten his promises because of some 
sin or situation in your life?  
 
These words by British hymn-writer Ada Ruth Habershon have grounded 
me lately: 
 
When I fear my faith will 
fail, Christ will hold me fast. 
When the tempter would 
prevail, He will hold me fast. 

I could never keep my hold 
through life’s fearful path, 
For my love is often cold, He 
must hold me fast.8 
 

And he will. 
 
But the question of God’s faithfulness is not the only one Paul 
addresses: 

 
II. Is God the Judge Just? (vv. 5-8)  

 
Like the question of God’s faithfulness to his promises, Paul must answer 
this question if we are to feel the weightiness of our sin and the lightness of 
grace.  
 
The bottom line is that only a just judge can bestow grace. 
And grace makes no sense without God’s just wrath against sin.  
 
Paul anticipates two bizarre questions his readers might have regarding 
God as Judge: 

 
8 Ada Ruth Habershon; adapted by Matthew Merker, He Will Hold Me Fast 
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1) (v. 5) “If our unrighteousness serves to show the righteousness of God, 
what shall we say? That God is unrighteous to inflict wrath on us?” 

 
Said another way: “If how unrighteous we are highlights how righteous 
God is, should God really judge us for it?” Why would God pour out 
wrath on us for making him look good? 
 
It’s such a strange, twisted question that Paul says, “I speak in a human 
way.” He knows this is a weak argument.9 
 
And so his answer (v. 6) is not a surprise: “By no means! For then how 
could God judge the world?”  
 
Many in our day scoff at the idea of a final judgment, but for Paul’s 
original readers, no one questioned a coming day of judgment, when 
some will receive grace and some wrath.10  
 
Do you see Paul’s logic? If God can’t inflict wrath on those who sin 
because their sin makes God look good in his sinlessness, then God can’t 
judge anyone, because all have sinned.  
 
For God to be a just Judge, there must be a future Day of Judgment.  
 
Paul knows the danger of questioning God’s justice as Judge: if there is 
no judgment for sin, there is no need of grace.  
 

2) In v. 7, we go deeper into crazy land – “But if through my lie God’s truth 
abounds to his glory, why am I still being condemned as a sinner?”  
 
Someone might say, “God, my lies make your truthfulness stand out – 
it’s good for your reputation – so why do I get labeled a sinner for 
lying?”11  
 

 
9 Thielman, p. 169.  
10 David Guzik, Study Guide for Romans 3 
11 Thielman, p. 170.  
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But it gets worse – the unthinkable conclusion of this line of thought: (v. 
8) – “Why not do evil that good may come?”  
“If me doing bad things results in a good end like God looking better, 
why not do a ton of bad things that good may come?” 
 
This is the ultimate sidestep of sin. Taking sin lightly, “it’s not so big a 
deal, good things come out of it – shows how forgiving you are” 
 
Can you see Judas asking this? “Jesus, look how it all worked out. If I 
hadn’t betrayed you, you wouldn’t have died and risen from death to 
defeat sin. So really it’s good I betrayed you, right?”12 God did bring 
good out of Judas’s evil, but Judas is still responsible for his sin.  
 
The problem is: if you sidestep your sinfulness, you sidestep grace.  
 
[Reminds me of a story Jesus told a Pharisee named Simon at a dinner 
party, right after a woman who felt the weight of her sin entered the 
scene: “ ‘A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five 
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they could not pay, he 
cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him more?’ 
Simon answered, ‘The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger 
debt.’” (Luke 7:41-43).] 
 
Paul knew that if we see our sin as small, we will see grace as small.  
 
Why does Paul feel the need to emphasize God as just in his judgment? 
 
End with one more story13:  
[Early one morning, Jesus was teaching in the temple. The scribes and 
Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in the act of adultery 
and placed her there for all to see. “Teacher,” they said, “This woman 
has been caught in the act of adultery. Now in the Law, Moses 
commanded us to stone such women.”  
They left the matter to Jesus: “So what do you say?” 

 
12 Guzik 
13 This story, contained in John 7:53-8:11, is not in the earliest manuscripts of John and as such should not be 
considered Scripture. However, it is also likely that it records an actual event from Jesus’ life. 
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You remember his famous reply: “Let him who is without sin among you 
be the first to throw a stone at her.” 
All of them left, but there was one remaining who fit Jesus’ description – 
one without sin, the just Judge himself, who will one day ride a white 
horse in judgment; him whose name is called Faithful and True, whose 
eyes are like a flame of fire, whose robe is dipped in blood, and from 
whose mouth comes a sharp sword for judgement (Rev. 19:11ff).  
 
He was the only one there who could have thrown a stone. And did he? 
 
Only a just judge has the authority to extend grace. And he does. 
 
Paul knows that if we don’t trust in the justice of God in judging sin, we 
will never know the grace extended by this judge.  
 
These first few chapters of Romans are hard. They’re offensive. Paul is 
saying, “You’re far worse off than you ever dared imagine.” 
But don’t miss them. I beg you. If you do, you will miss grace – 
righteousness by faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.  
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