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SI:  Give my thanks to Brad for inviting me and the other pastors to share in preaching 

through Romans – a real gift to us and to you, the congregation.  To enable us to be 

rooted in this world-changing letter as we together spend over a year going through it.   

 

Intro:  We come to the thesis of Paul’s letter, the main point that he will prove 

throughout the rest of the letter.  Just as in Paul’s day, the word ‘gospel’ is familiar to 

our culture.  We know the word, and the culture knows the word is related to salvation – 

rescue, freedom, relief, and joy.  Let’s discover again the wonder and beauty of the 

gospel and its implications for all who will give themselves over to its power.   

 

Read.  

 

Romans 1:16-17 is thesis statement for the whole letter/book.  It introduces all the 

themes:  the gospel of grace, salvation for Jews and Gentiles, the righteousness of God, 

and justification by faith.   

 

Gospel of BBQ sauce – Martin’s BBQ  

Gospel of baby whispering – parenting blog  

The Gospel of Wellness – see review by Rina Raphael in WSJ 9/21/22  

Term can be over-used and therefore waters down the word in our ears so that we don’t 

hear it. 

 

People would be familiar with the word, just as there is familiarity with it today.   

Roman culture was saturated with the propaganda of Roman peace and security 

through Roman power.  Submit to us, trust us, and you will have peace.  Paul wasn’t 

concerned with directly subverting the Roman empire – kingdoms come and go – but he 

was consumed with the message of the Christian gospel because of its power for 

salvation for all who will take it in.   

 

Christianity is seen as utter foolishness by the 1st century Romans – Rome was the 

capital of the empire that had conquered little Israel.  Jerusalem was the capital of Israel 

and a Jewish carpenter had been crucified there.  Talk about small time.  Christians of 

that day were mostly of the slave classes, and Rome was highly stratified among class 

structure.  Really? The power of God? (Wiersbe)  

 

Suetonius: they were a “race of men given to a novel and baneful superstition”; Tacitus: 

they are notorious for their depravity.  (New Testament History, F.F. Bruce, 401).  All 

related to their so-called atheism because they would not worship the Roman gods or 

the Caesar.   

 



For it seemed to them a dark form of mischief making to try and reverse the shame 
of crucifixion, which was in itself also a promotion of Roman power over enemies of 
the state, and spin it into something to glorify and celebrate.  Crucifixion 
represented not only the death of a rebel; painful and excruciating and a shameful 
way to die, but it was essentially to turn the condemned person into a pawn of the 
state, a temporarily live exhibition of Roman power.  Thus to glory in a crucifixion 
was to them incomprehensible, and to deify one who had undergone the most 
shameful and degrading of public deaths was to spit at Roman power and authority. 
(Josh Provan) 

And in our day, the continued relevance and revolutionary character of the Christian 

gospel:  Wellness culture.  The Gospel of Wellness by Rina Raphael.  She went all in for 

several years into the wellness culture.  “The [wellness] industry communicates the idea 

that with enough devotion, we can manifest only goodness and manage what feels 

unruly or threatening in our lives … the gospel of wellness has its own commandments, 

its own morality, its own community, and its own rituals.” (10)  >  

 

What is this tapping into?  Who doesn’t want to be well?  Can there be a way around 

“The Way, the Truth, and the Life?”  Isn’t there some other way?  Can these products 

and behaviors satisfy my longing for wellness?  This is just one example of the longings 

that all people have to be free from the brokenness.  Just as there will always be 

attempts to counterfeit the $100 bill, there will always be false gospels that do not 

satisfy but demand everything.   

 

“All my life long, I had panted for a drink from some cool spring, that would quench the 

burning that I felt within.  Hallelujah, He has found me, the One my soul so long has 

craved.  Jesus satisfies all my longings. By His blood I now am saved.”  (Satisfied, Clara 

Williams)  
 

What precisely is the Christian gospel?  And what benefit does it bring to the ones who 

believe it? (Trans to 1)  

 

1 The Christian Gospel    

The gospel is the proclamation of what has been accomplished through the life, death, 

resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ.    

What does Paul want us to know and treasure about the gospel?  At least 8 things:   

   

 *It is power - salvation, rescue, relief from the wrath of God and the decay that 

sin has brought into the world (v. 18) – through trust in Christ comes the obedience of 

faith (1:5)   

 *It is accessible by believing faith (not easy-believism) – surrendering, dying to 

self believism.   



*It is universal, individual and socially unifying (Jews first (9:4-5), also 

Greeks) – all people, everywhere – and it must be apprehended and taken in 

individually.  Just like a feast is for everyone but must be eaten individually.   

 *It is fair – God has the same rules for everyone – it’s not obedience to the law 

that saves you, it’s faith in Jesus’ obedience and in His atoning sacrifice.   

 *It is unfair b/c it is unearned (see 3:21-26 – justified by His grace as a gift).  

You don’t get what you deserve.  It is by grace through faith, as Paul explains in ch. 4 of 

how Abraham received righteousness and in ch. 10 where he longs for his fellow Jews to 

be saved by submitting to God’s righteousness instead of seeking to establish their own.   

 

All of this leads to the shamelessness of the message 

 It is shameless. (put this last (though Paul puts this first)) – b/c of the power 

that is in it.  Unrivaled.  Righteousness is available and attainable (I wish I could sit 

down with Vladimir Putin right now and share with him that all that he is seeking is 

available in Christ and to stop this conquering conquest behavior in order to make 

Russia great again) 

 The shamelessness is rooted in this phrase ‘the righteousness of God.’  This is 

what all Christians have, are given, and receive by simple faith.  It sounds too good to be 

true which is why so many (including myself and most of you) have such a hard time 

believing it.  And we will get to that, but first, this phrase, ‘the righteousness of God.’ 

 

FT - 82 – What does “the righteousness of God” mean?  Ask Frank Thielman to come 

forward and explain this for us…  

 The phrase appears 7 times in Romans.  Here in this thesis statement, it is likely 

referring to 3 aspects or facets of the word which Paul will unpack through the letter.  1 

 1Refers to a characteristic of God Himself – that He is righteous, a righteous 

judge who treats everyone equally.   

2Refers also to an activity (similar to “the wrath of God”) – the powerful, saving 

activity 

 3And also refers to the positive verdict in a judicial sense – the righteous status 

God confers on a person simply by faith 

 It is likely that all 3 of these meanings are expressed here:  

  1Righteous is who God is – His character  

  2Righteous is what God does – His action on display – He makes people 

right – the one time judicial act of declaring people righteous - justification 

  3Righteousness is what God grants – status to those who abandon their 

own and receive His by faith   

 

 2The Implications of the Gospel  

 If you are convicted that you have been defining your safety/status with God by 

something other than Christ’s imputed righteousness, then flee to safety!  How do you 

know?  From where does my help come?  What do my actions say I am really depending 

upon for relief from being under the wrath of God?   



 It is Power: for the obedience of faith - When we receive a new heart, we obey 

the law from willingness and pleasure…  

 It is Salvation from evil:  MLK - “Evil may so shape events that Caesar will 

occupy a palace and Christ a cross, but that same Christ will rise up and split history into 

A.D. and B.C, so that even the life of Caesar must be dated by his name.  Yes, “the arc of 

the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice.”  (p. 46 in The Secular Creed see 

footnote 7) 

 

 It is Accessible:  Is it really that simple?  By faith alone?  Yes – Abraham (ch. 4) 

with repentance - “Lay your deadly doing down, down at Jesus’ feet. Stand in Him 

alone, gloriously complete.” 

 It is Universal:  for everyone.  Missionaries.  We are all sent.  We are all 

ambassadors.  We are all living stones building up His spiritual house.  If you are not 

living this way, if all your friends and contacts and time are spent with Christians, then 

you have anemia and you need the iron fortification of the undeservedness of the gospel 

of grace.  Which is what this letter is, and why Martin Luther says, …  

 It is Individual: This is for you. Yes, it’s for that person you are thinking of that 

needs to hear this, but it is for you, first.  Take it in.    

 It is Socially unifying – the body of Christ has many parts, many gifts, and we 

are one body. Therefore, radical love that the world mimics and attempts to copy but 

cannot find outside of the true church.  True diversity celebrated, honored, cherished, 

and no big deal.   Status is in Christ, not in anything else.  And so, the beauty of 

Altadena’s diversity and how we love each other and treat each other and accept each 

other.  Interest in your job b/c we are interested in each other, not b/c we are interested 

in furthering our own status by being friends or not with you.  Interest in where you live 

so that we can get to know each other face to face, not so that we can measure your 

status by where you live.  Where does this come from?  From right here. From our status 

being by faith, by believing, accepting, surrendering to love.   

 

 It is shamelessness – weapon against shame, embarrassment, shrinking back, and 

hiding 

Being Known and Loved (song) – “I come to Jesus, lay down my weakness. No need for 

hiding, here in His light. This truth I treasure, my peace forever, is being known and 

loved by Him.”  - attacking shame.   

 Jack Miller quote:  “Deep in our hearts, we all know we are losers.  The proudest 

person I have ever known, deep in his heart, felt ashamed of himself. Who was that? It 

was me.  Every one of you is that way, too.  We don’t know how to forgive ourselves and 

we don’t know how to forget about ourselves.  We just remember and remember.  That 

is why we need all the diversion…The wonderful thing is that God at the cross writes 

over us Jesus’ very words: ‘It is finished.’ Our sins are removed.  The lost are redeemed.  

The losers in Jesus have become the winners.”   

  

 The gospel is God’s answer to Christian evil:  See R. McLaughlin’s book, The 

Secular Creed where she recounts the story of giving a talk on a college campus called 



“Aren’t we Better Off Without Christianity?” and at the Q&A, the first question she got 

was, “Why have Christians acted hatefully toward LGBT people?”  Her answer:  Sin, the 

sin of Christians.   

 

*Why do I bring that up?  Because Christians need the gospel just as non-Christians do.  

We Christians can engage in evil acts, and we do.  And so we need the righteousness of 

God reset, reapplied, refreshed, renewed, reassured to us again and again.  This makes 

you an honest person and a much better evangelist – I need Jesus, man, and you do, too.  

(trans to communion) 

 

 

Conc:  Rom 8:31 “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 

against us?  He who did not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all, how will He 

not also with Him graciously give us all things?”   

 

 

Communion:  The solution to all of mankind’s problems is displayed right here.  We 

are broken and we can’t fix it.  Jesus was broken in our place to satisfy the righteous 

wrath of God against our rebellion and going our own way.  We are desperate for 

meaning, for life, for purpose, for peace, for assurance, for rest.  Jesus satisfied God’s 

justice through His death for us, for all who will surrender their lives to Him.  Take it in, 

For Jesus Himself said, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, 

you have no life in you.  (John 6:53) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Discussion Prompts for Small Groups/Community Groups 

 

Can you think of a recent time when the word ‘gospel’ crossed your path that didn’t have 

anything to do with the Christian gospel?  What does this say about the word and our 

culture’s apprehension of it?   

 

What do false gospels promise?  How do they promise to deliver on that promise? In 

other words, what do you have to do in order to get the promises delivered to your life?   

 

Can you think of some other false gospels (besides the Gospel of Wellness) in our day?   

 

What part or parts of the gospel seem too good to be true to you?  To others you know?   

 

How is the Christian gospel both fair and unfair?  (see Romans 3:21-26) 

 

How can you identify with trying to find status or worth or value in other things?   

 

How can AVPC as a whole grow in the socially unifying aspects of the gospel?  How can 

you personally?   

 

What do you think and feel about Christian evil and how the gospel overcomes it?   

 

Read and rejoice over Romans 8:31.     

 
 


