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summer fun at AVPC

"X marks the spot" is a phrase associated with
expeditions and treasure hunts as adventurers set off to seek fame and fortune. For
Christians, a cross marks the spot where the greatest treasure is found—redemption
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Our prayer is that through CSR this year, children
who are believers will be encouraged to dig deeply into the rich treasure God
has given them, and that children who don’t know Jesus will find and claim God’s
gracious treasure by giving their hearts to the Lord. Now, dig out those backpacks
and shovels, open that treasure map, and check your routes! You are about to join
the children of your church and community on an exciting expedition to uncover the
greatest treasure in the world!

WA C K W E E K

Worship Arts Camp is an opportunity for your children to see worship as more than just a
Sunday morning activity, but as a way of living that honors God above all else.
We believe God has created us in his image. Therefore, all of us have the creative gift within
us. This camp is an opportunity to show your children how using our creativity in a way that
honors God is itself an act of worship.
Every great mystery needs a great detective to tackle it, tame it, and reveal the truth.
Join us this summer as WACK welcomes the greatest detective of all time, the hero of
countless books and movies!
Come help us explore what God, worship, and
mysteries all have in common with one another. Will
you find the clues and deduce the answers like a true
Sherlock, or will you stumble across the answers
by sheer-luck? Either way, get ready for a fun-filled
adventure that will surely be something to write
Holmes about!
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Pastor’s Pen

Brad Allison, Senior Pastor

Our national denominational meeting, referred to as our “General Assembly,” will
occur this month (June 21-23) right here in Birmingham. All four of our Teaching Elders
(Steve, Michael, Blake and I) and three of our Ruling Elders (Grahame Bobo, Nicholas
Ireland and Karl Poythress) will attend as voting commissioners. We would all appreciate
your prayers as we consider the matters before us this year. Though only commissioners
can sit in the official area of the assembly and vote, the meetings are open to all, either
in person or via livestream. There will be three worship services that are also open to
anyone. Steve Whitner has had a major role in planning these.

The matter of homosexuality will be a matter of interest at this year’s
assembly, just as it was last year. To review, two proposed amendments to our Book of
Church Order passed at last year’s GA that sought to clarify our position concerning
homosexuality. In order to become part of our BCO, those amendments also needed
to be approved by two-thirds of our 88 presbyteries, and both amendments failed to
achieve that level of support. The reasons cited for this by those presbyteries voting
it down were not due to any softening in our denomination concerning the Bible’s
depiction of homosexuality. Thankfully, all of our officers agree that homosexual
behavior is sinful, that homosexual desires (like heterosexual desires outside of marriage)
are also sinful, and that a Christian should never be identified by his sin (e.g., referring to
oneself as a “gay Christian”).
There are other proposed amendments to our BCO that will come before us this
year attempting to address this issue. These look to me to be a big improvement over
last year’s proposed changes. They avoid the error of singling out homosexuality while
also speaking clearly about where the biblical lines fall regarding this sin. If you are
interested, you can read the proposed amendments at the page that lists the overtures
(proposed GA actions) at https://pcaga.org/resources/. Overture 29 is my favorite of this
group.

SESSION MEETING • APRIL 19, 2022

minutes

•

•

•
•
•
•

2022 General Assembly: Steve Whitner encouraged all session members to use the link he had shared to
sign up to serve in one of the many support positions that need to be filled. He requested that all pray
for General Assembly and to participate in one of the organized prayer opportunites.
Communing member Dennis Self had requested the Session recommend him as an applicant to come
under care as a Candidate for the Gospel Ministry. After discussing his character and qualifications the
Session approved recommending him by unianimous consent.
Session approved Nick Moyer for membership with uniamous consent.
Missions team requested approval for the full-time support of Stephen and Kellie Merwin, serving with
RUFI UAB, at $250.00 per month effective April 1, 2022.
Clint Cvacho reported they have filled all thirty spots on the Youth Mission Trip this summer
David Allen communicated a request from the God's House Kindergarten Board to approve two
potential board members; Lauren Moore and Emily Shepherd. Both were approved by unanimous
consent.

DIACONATE MEETING • MAY 10, 2022
•

•

David Coley reported that a person in the neighborhood, who was a contractor, had volunteered to
provide all the labor to reinforce the creek bank along Altadena Park if the church would cover the
material costs. It was reported that the material cost would not exceed $6500.
Bill Sommer reported that Jody Fredrickson had officially resigned as facilities manager effective at the
end of May.
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MEET OUR NEW MISSIONARIES

Jesse & Reba Lother / MISSION TO THE WORLD
1. How did you choose/ feel called to your ministry?
We currently do college ministry at our church and were both so deeply affected by
it in our college years. The thought of doing college ministry overseas really excited
us, and we feel that we would do well in that area. That was how we filtered our
search with MTW to come across the opportunity in Tokyo. After months of prayer,
God made the decision quite clear to us after reading the book Something Needs
to Change by David Platt. We realized how much God used that book to grow our
hearts for unreached people and knew that He wanted us in Japan.
2. When I have free time I enjoy… (activities, hobbies)
We love to go to the beach, ride our bikes, play disc golf, and play board games
with our friends!
3. My favorite thing about the location of my ministry is…(things you like to do, unique things about the food or
culture)
We are excited to live in a big city that is also so close to the mountains! We are looking forward to being able to do
lots of outdoor activities. We also love Japanese food!
4. What is one way we can pray for your ministry this year?
For us to make meaningful friendships and connections with college students in Japan.
5. One hope I have for my ministry is…
For the Gospel to be made known to the people of Japan and for the Lord to open their hearts to receive it.

MISSIONS NEWS
MEDICAL MISSIONS TRIP - INTERVIEW WITH HUNTER BOGGS
Where & when are you going and what's the purpose?
From Saturday, November 5 through Saturday, November 12, I will be taking, along with about 4 people from MTW,
a group of 8 from our church to serve on medical missions in Juarez, Mexico. This will be, Lord willing, our third
time to go on this trip. There, we set up mobile clinics in churches and provide outpatient general medical care.
More importantly, we have the opportunity share the gospel with people in the community. This allows us to equip
local churches to continue to serve folks after we leave. I am hoping to recruit about 5-6 medical people and 1-2
nonmedical people for the trip.
What are you most excited about with this opportunity?
I am most excited to see the people again. In particular, I developed a great relationship with Gill, my interpreter. I
have really missed fellowshipping with them since we were not able to go down during the pandemic. I am honestly
also extremely excited about the food. It is out of this world amazing.
How can the church be in prayer for you and the team and the people there?
First, please pray that God would bless our recruitment efforts. We would love to have 2-3 physicians, a physical or
occupational therapist, ultrasound tech, nurse, lab tech, dentist (really any healthcare worker) on the team. The non
medical personnel typically help to distribute medications at the pharmacy and have more time to sit and develop
relationships. Interpreters are provided, but if you are able to speak Spanish, that would be a HUGE blessing.
Second, please pray for the hosting missionary families as well as the local church members and potential patients.
The most important thing that we can do while down there is to open the door for continued relationships between
the community and the churches. Our presence helps to open the church doors to those in need. Pray for the Spirit
to bring spiritual and physical healing. Pray for unity and ease of travel in our group.
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AVPC PEOPLE NEWS
Thank You

DEAR CHURCH FAMILY,
THANK YOU FOR YOUR LOVE AND
SUPPORT AFTER DANNY’S SURGERY AND
MY DADDY’S PASSING AWAY.

L a d i e s of A
ltadena

DON'T FORGET

GOD USED YOU TO SHOW ME HIS LOVE
THROUGH YOUR GENEROUS GIVING,
SUPPORT AND CARE.
ALL THE MEALS, CARDS, TEXTS, AND
FLOWERS REALLY HELPED AND
COMFORTED AT A DIFFICULT TIME.
I AM THANKFUL FOR MY AVPC FAMILY!
LOVE, MELANIE RICHARDS

Congrats
Congratulations to AVPC members

Caroline MacCaughelty
and

Jack Cwynar

who were united in marriage here at AVPC
on May 14, 2022.
Congratulations to AVPC member

Catherine Verga

on her recent engagement to

Nathan Roddy.

Come join your sisters this summer as we study
the Word together. This summer we will have an 8
session study spanning June and July, with a week
off for CSR. Our study, “Anxiety: Finding Comfort
and Reassurance from God” addresses a real felt
need for most of us these days! We will focus on
scripture each week as we press in to God, seeking
His answers to our need. Please join us. Each lesson
stands alone, so we encourage you to come as your
summer schedule allows.
This is a great time to join if you haven’t been
before, or rejoin if you’ve been away for a bit! You
will find women who welcome warmly, and will
honestly share the struggles and joys of their walk
with God.
Childcare for all ages is provided at the Wednesday
morning study. Study guides are available for
purchase in the Church Parlor.
Monday afternoons: 3-4:30ish at the home of
Wendy Allison (4612 S.Lakeridge Dr. 35244) and via
ZOOM (contact Wendy to be added to zoom list).
No babysitting provided. Beginning May 30-July
25th
Wednesday mornings: 9-11 meeting in the church
parlor. There is childcare for all ages. We begin
June 1-July 27 ( no meeting on June 8 - be sure to
volunteer to help with CSR this week)
Fridays 1:00. Contact Martha Darden for
information 205-527-8933
Questions? Contact Wendy Allison: wendy.
allison83@gmail.com or 205-936-2000

We are so excited for you, Catherine.
Best wishes!
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
We ended our regular AVPC Kids ministries with
many celebrations. We always thank God for
all of you who have served as leaders, teachers,
mentors, encouragers, and so much more. Our
kids have experienced a true covenant communitty family thanks to your obedience to the Father's
lleading! If you want to be included in some of
oour crazy fun, contact Catie (catie@avpc.org) to
sserve with us next year!

Catie Lumpkin

GOD'S HOUSE KINDERGARTEN
God’s House has had a wonderful
Spring! With the generosity and
help of many parents & donors we
raised over $9500! Graduation is
upon us and many of our kiddos
are moving on to big school, and
we pray that God’s House has given
them a great foundation to build
upon. Sadly, we have 6 teachers
this year retiring or moving on, but
we will have several new faces this
summer and fall for which we are
extremely grateful.
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YOUTH HAPPENINGS
As we watch current events, there is a pervasive gloom over the face of our land. Everywhere we look there is violence,
sickness, inflation, and disruptions of all kinds which lead to a general sense of dread. Social media has helped lead to
the polarization of…well, everything, really. As followers of Jesus we know that our enemy is not flesh and blood, that
we fight a spiritual enemy, and everywhere we look it appears that the enemy is winning. What are we to do then?

Put quite simply, we are to trust in the great promises of the Lord, what he has done and what he will do.
The prophet Malachi delivered God’s message to his people during the mid-fifth century BC. This was a mere 80 years
or so after the end of the Babylonian captivity and rebuilding of the temple. While this sounds like a glorious time of
restoration, it was not. Judah was a shadow of its former self, substantially smaller than it had once been and the
rebuilt temple had none of the glory or grandeur of the previous structure. On top of this they were constantly harassed
by more powerful neighbors. Talk about a sense of dread.
Malachi delivered a message from the Lord to His people: return to true worship. Stop holding back. Do not forget
that I am the mighty Lord of Hosts. Along with this came a beautiful promise, one that still holds true for us today,
and provides a beautiful picture as we enter the glorious days of summer. “But for you, who fear my name, the sun of
righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall.” (Malachi 4:2) We
live on the other side of the partial fulfillment of that promise, the coming of Jesus Christ. So, in that sense, we have
an advantage over those hearing this 450 years before Christ was born. Because of this we can also trust that the
final fulfillment is coming one day when Christ returns and all of his enemies will be trampled under His feet. In the
meantime, let’s enjoy life in the light of the sun of righteousness, as we enjoy longer days filled with breaks from school,
vacations, summer camps, and mission trips. May we appreciate the gift we have of life within the covenant family this
summer.
Peace, Clint
Images from Second Annual UN-Talent Show
Free Flight and Senior Tea

JUNIOR HIGH @ THE EDGE
JUNE 20 - 24

JUNE

SENIOR HIGH MISSION TRIP
JULY 16 - 23

LOOKING AHEAD

JULY

$100 WEDNESDAYS

JUNE

JULY

$100 WEDNESDAYS

June 8
June 15
June 29

F.A.T. NIGHT

F.A.T. NIGHT

June 5

July 3

June 12

July 10

June 26

July 27 - Special
WednesdayEdition

July 6
July 13
July 31 - Special
SUNDAYEdition

*F.A.T. = Fellowship Around Town
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WOMEN'S MINISTRY
Save the Date: July 24 Women’s Summer Small Group Luncheon
Our quarterly luncheons are a great way for the women of the church to spend time with one another
over a meal, getting to know each other while experiencing thoughtful discussion and warm fellowship.
Won’t you consider joining in for our next date on July 24, 2022?

Images from
Women’s Spring
Small Group Luncheon

MEN'S MINISTRY
VOICES OF THE VALLEY
June Event
Game Night - June 28

MONDAY MORNINGS JUNE 6, JULY 11, AND AUGUST 1 EAT A HEARTY BREAKFAST
AND HEAR A “FAITH AND WORK”-THEMED TESTIMONY

July Event
Baron's Game

August Event
Cornhole Tournament

DATES FOR SUMMER EVENTS WILL BE ANNOUNCED LATER
MEETING THE 1ST AND 3RD SUNDAY EVENINGS, 5 PM - 6:30 PM, FROM JUNE-AUGUST.
EMAIL BLAKE@AVPC.ORG FOR DETAILS.
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SUNDAY STUDY

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
6/1
6/1
6/5
6/6
6/7
6/7
6/8
6/9
6/11
6/11
6/11
6/12
6/12
6/14
6/14
6/15

6/15
6/17
6/17
6/17
6/17
6/18
6/19
6/19
6/19
6/19
6/19
6/19
6/21
6/21
6/22
6/22

Ann Wilson
Hannah Short
Beth Meadows
Mary Frances Snyder
Brian Beckett
Nora Snyder
Taylor Campbell
Scott Goodhew
Caleb Lumpkin
Donna Rogers
Danielle Harris
Vivien Cvacho
Gracie Lloyd
Callen Moyer
Jaybeth Popwell
Brian Collier

Trey Holmes
Wendy Allison
Alan Blankley
Billy Jackson
Susan Larson
Taylor Bono
Lisa Bodkin
Andrew Drace
Isla Drace
Phillip Drace
John J Labreche
Daniel Whitaker
Holt Gray
Marcy Stephens
Deborah Halbrooks
Aretha Jackson

6/23
6/24
6/24
6/24
6/24
6/24
6/27
6/27
6/27
6/28
6/29
6/30
6/30
6/30

Sarah Mather
John Burgess
Elizabeth Chick
James Michael Sheetz
Andrew McCallister
Chris Frank
Virginia Acton
Paul Brown
Ezekiel Murphy
June Price
Karen Marlar
Tucker Alley
Zac Campbell
Bill Sommer

FOOD, FUN, FELLOWSHIP
A unique thing will be happening during the summer Sunday School quarter at AVPC. On the last Sunday of each month,
which also happens to be communion Sunday, all the adults will gather in Fellowship Hall for a brunch and fellowship
time. So much has happened during the past two plus years of COVID, and the leaders of AVPC feel the need to set aside
some times dedicated to being together as a church family. Each Sunday will feature some general mingling time around
a delicious brunch, as well as some special events designed to strengthen our fellowship as a church. During the remaining
ten weeks of the summer quarter, we will have our normal Sunday School classes, which are as follows:
Pilgrim’s – Dan Dougherty, James Walls and Barry Parker will co-teach this class, which will focus on various psalms. Each
teacher will pick out his favorite psalms and teach on those during his week.
Fellowship Hall – This class will continue our emphasis this summer on “A Theology of Work.” Andy Coats, Paul Barber,
John Wimberly and Luis Orteza will teach various aspects of this important and relevant topic.
Acton Hall – This class will focus its attention on questions 1-29 of the Westminster Larger Catechism. This rich and
ancient resource assists us in our spiritual formation, that we might resist a world that is desperately trying to form us
according to its image instead of the image of Christ. This class will be team-taught by Michael MacCaughelty, Brent
McClenny and Scott Wilson.
Young Adult – Blake Harris will continue to provide leadership for this class, in a topic to be announced shortly. The
Young Adult Class meets in the Mezzanine Room (above the church kitchen).

APRIL FINANCIAL REPORT
BEGINNING BALANCE

INCOME

EXPENSES

TRANSFER

ENDING BALANCE

GENERAL FUND

$7617

$90,382

$120,854

$-6,572

$-29,427

MISSIONS

$9,257

$19,867

$33,082

$6,572

$2,614

TOTAL

$16,874

$110,249

$153,936

$0

$-26,813

8

