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SESSION MEETING • MARCH 15, 2022
• Session held a prayer and anointing time for Karl Poythress. 

• The Session agreed on assignments for the shepherding of church members

•   The AVPC Online Credit/Debit Card Proposal was approved by unanimous consent

• Session approved the following new members: jacob Short, Kathy Whitner, Connor Bingham and Shirley Wilson.

• The board of God’s House Kindergarten requested approval of James Walls to serve as a member of the GHK board, 

and approval of Laura Gray to serve as Vice Chairman of the GHK board. Both requests were approved by unanimous 

consent.

• Brad gave an initial report of the staff  retreat the prior week

• Session approved the following from the Missions Committee: Monthly support of $500.00 per month for Betty 

Carter with Daymark Pastoral Counseling.

• Monthly support of $500.00 per month for Jesse and Reba Lother with MTW in Japan.

• Monthly support of $500.00 per month for Laura Power serving with Campus Outreach, based in Birmingham, AL.

 We will begin a new sermon series on April 24 titled, “Thank God It’s Monday: A Theology of 
Work.” Too many Christians have suff ered from the presence of a gap between Sunday and Monday, 
thinking that the real work of God’s kingdom is only what happens on Sundays. The other days of 
the week are necessarily spent in “secular” work. The only redeeming quality of this secular work 
is the opportunity it aff ords to get a paycheck in order to give to the church and to missionaries.                    
This is not the Bible’s perspective. 

 God wants us to have a bigger perspective on our work than what is refl ected above. All work, 
done in faith, is sacred and can be off ered to God as an act of worship. There is more going on with our 
work than may be obvious at fi rst glance. For example, I heard a TED talk recently about the human 
developments that have saved the most lives. Among the top fi ve were some medical discoveries and 
developments that are unsurprising, such things as the development of vaccines. Among the top three 
were two that were very surprising, one of which was indoor plumbing. The ability indoor plumbing 
gives to separate clean water from dirty water has saved billions of lives according to this TED talk. It 
made me wonder how many plumbers view their work as that of saving lives, yet it is precisely that.      
Is it possible that our limited perspective about our work is equally shortsighted? We’ll be exploring 
these ideas and more for much of the summer. 

 One other note about preaching at AVPC. At my initiative, the Session has agreed to give Blake 
Harris some more concentrated time in the pulpit in order to develop the gifts we believe God has 
given him for the preaching of the Word. He will be preaching four sermons in a row beginning May 15. 
Please be in prayer for Blake as he does so.

DIACONATE MEETING • APRIL 12, 2022
• Mercy Team discussed the idea of a handyman team. It will be formed as a separate sub‐team of the mercy team. 

Darren Popwell has agreed to facilitate the handyman team.

• IT Team Report ‐ Russell Lloyd reported that the new website and Pushpay should be completed by

• the end of April.

• Altadena Park Improvement Committee Report‐ Josh Moore reported that Alex Davis, volunteered

• the labor to work on the bank erosion of the creek bank at no cost. The Park sign design is being

• fi nalized.
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MISSIONS NEWS

1. How did you choose/ feel called to your ministry?

I fi rst felt attracted to counseling as a teenager when I went to see 
an amazing woman named Penny Smith who counseled the MTW 
missionaries.  I thought she had the best job in the world, but at 
the time I was dreaming of becoming a history professor. That 
didn’t pan out, partly because of the depression that plagued me 
through my mid-thirties. When our children were young, the Lord used Julie 
Sparkman at Daymark to strengthen my faith and shed light on many of my personal struggles. I began 
to grow as a Christian, and I even found a place in ministry, here at AVPC! The turning point came a few years ago 
when Brad suggested I joined a Wellspring group. The wonderful women in my group encouraged me that I did have 
something to off er as a counselor, and so I went back to school at the age of 51. After graduation from UAB, Gordon 
Bals off ered me a job at Daymark, which to me seems like a miracle.

2 How did you meet your spouse? What was special to you about your spouse? 

Jon and I met at Wheaton College through my best friend who had grown up with him in Japan. When we had a 
writing class together, I saw what a great writer he was and how insightful and interesting. I still appreciate those 
things about him today. I also appreciate his faithfulness as a Christian, his love for our children, his humility, his sense 
of humor…I could say a lot. 

3. When I have free time I enjoy… (activities, hobbies)

I like to play the piano, paint, read history, grow things, study languages. 

4. My all-time favorite movie is…

I have many favorites. One that we watch over and over is The Bishop’s Wife with Cary Grant. Recently we saw A 
Hidden Life, which was amazing.

4. My favorite thing about the location of my ministry is…(things you like to do, unique things about the food 

or culture)

That’s a hard question because we’re located off  Highway 280. I hate the drive, but I do like being near the 

Botanical Gardens!

5. What is one way we can pray for your ministry this year?

Counseling is emotionally taxing and makes you question yourself a lot. Pray for me that I will be able to lay 

aside both pride and self-doubt. Pray that I will depend on the Lord to equip me. Pray for people to meet the 

Lord through their struggles. 

6. One hope I have for my ministry is…

I hope that I can continue to counsel people at an aff ordable rate and even counsel some who can’t pay at 

all. I’ve benefi tted myself so greatly from the generosity of the Body of Christ. I’m truly thankful now for the 

support of AVPC as I serve others in need.

sed Julie 

MEET OUR NEW MISSIONARY
BETTY CARTER  |  DAYMARK COUNSELING

MORE MISSIONS NEWS  (PG 8)
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AVPC PEOPLE NEWS

Our deepest sympathy to Melanie Richards and 
her family after the passing of her father, Pat 
Wallace

Former AVPC church 
administrative assistant, 

Sarah Sinquefi eld, sent us 
this picture of their new 

baby, Calvin Rosser, born 
March 22

NEW SERMON SERIES
We have two sermon series coming soon - one from Brad and one from Blake.

NEW WEBSITE
Yes, it’s true. We have updated our website with 
a new look, new features, and hopefully, a more 
friendly user interface. The site address is still the 
same, www.avpc.org. Next time you’re online, 
take a look and let us know what you think.

OUR CONDOLENCES

In continued eff orts to make it easier for our 
church body to connect with each other, and 
the church offi  ce thru Community Church 
Builder (CCB), we have expanded our options 
as far as giving and event registration/payment 
is concerned. You will now be able to give a 
contribution online using a debit/credit card,  
register and pay for events, (such as WACK) 
or purchase Bible Study books as well. We are 
excited to off er these options thru CCB, and be 
on the lookout for another implementation called 
“Pushpay” coming soon.

MORE EXCITING NEWS

Make sure your CCB profi le information is up-
to-date. You don’t want to miss out on anything! 
If you don’t know how to do this, call the church 
offi  ce - we’ll be glad to help you!

DON’T MISS ANYTHING

We rejoice with Christine 
Rowlette who was 
blessed in April with 
another grandchild, 
Gideon Matthew.

CongratsCongrats
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GOD’S HOUSE KINDERGARTEN
God’s House has been having a ball learning and playing this Spring!

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

The GREAT FAITH Expedition - June 6 - 9
When I was growing up, my parents began attending a small church plant. Through the following few 
years, each summer was marked with the anchor of Vacation Bible School. I remember singing duets with 
my grandfather on our fi nal celebration night, the picnic lunch on the church lawn, When I turned 10, I 
was old enough to lead the banner parade and sing “His Banner over Me is Love.” Vacation Bible School 
became synonymous to me with community and God’s love, so much so that when I went to college, I 
immediately signed to volunteer at a local church where I was living each summer.  

Camp Solid Rock is Vacation Bible School AVPC Kids’ style, but my prayer for it is much the same. I 
long for the week to be a space that mirrors the images of community and Christ’s love in the children’s 
minds who attend - and in the lives of the adults who serve.  

Dates: June 6 – 9 from 9 AM – 11:30 AM. Celebration cookout on Thursday evening with fun activities! 

Sign up to volunteer today to volunteer as a team leader, activities helper, skit participant or so much 
more, and be sure to register your children! Rising 6th graders can serve as junior helpers!  

It’s going to be a wonderful week of celebrating the love of God together! 

Because of Jesus ~ Catie Lumpkin

Michelle Taylor, GHK Admin

4K enjoyed a fi eld 
trip to Aldridge 

Gardens learning 
about worms

4K having a teddy bear 
“Tea” picnic for the 

letter T

Music time with Mrs. 
Carlee singing praises 

to Jesus!

Mrs. Carol’s 3K class 
learning the story 
of Easter using the 
Resurrection Eggs. 
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YOUTH HAPPENINGS

LOOKING AHEAD...

MAY 1, 2022

YOUTH SUNDAY

GRADUATE RECOGNITION 

I was just thinking the other day about how often I have been disappointed by the endings of books and 
movies.  Seriously, how many times have you been enthralled by a story only to be less than satisfi ed at the 
conclusion?  I think this is because, of all the parts of a story, the ending is the hardest one to write.  Why?  
Maybe it is because we were not designed for endings.  We are told in Ecclesiastes 3:11 that God has put 
“eternity into man’s heart.”  So, eternity is what Fran Sciacca would refer to as an “echo of Eden,” something 
that was part of our original design before the Fall and it continues to loom large.  As followers of Christ we 
know that something better is waiting, but endings still feel awkward and awful.  No matter how many times   
I have witnessed and end to things in this life, it never gets any easier because it never feels any more natural.    
I know that we are all moving towards the “day of eternity,” as Peter phrases it, when there will simply be  
“now,” but sometimes it is hard to embrace that idea in a way that moves me to feel it.

However, I do see this feeling in one area in life, one that I experienced annually as a teacher in the classroom 
and I continue to experience in youth ministry: the end of the school year!  For those of you who are no longer 
in school, think back to the joy you felt at the end of the year.  You had completed the long and arduous 
journey of that grade and the promise of summer awaited you.  So often the reality of what summer turned 
out to be disappointed you by the next fall, but in those fl eeting weeks of late spring as the school year wound 
down anything was possible!  

We have a group of amazing seniors and awesome students in lower grades who are celebrating an ending.  
Please join me in celebrating with them and in celebrating the greater joy that this points to in our future.          
A day when we will fi nish the work that the Lord has laid out for us and we will enter a season that will never 
end and will never disappoint us.  A season that is so amazing that we cannot even begin to picture it in our 
wildest dreams.  In the meantime, as followers of Jesus, we can join our students in the reality that the endings 
of this life are simply pauses before we get to experience new beginnings.  

And that is something worth celebrating!  

                                                                                                                                                                                                         Peace,     clint

MAY 31: SUMMER KICK-OFF at Blue Water Park for junior and senior high

JUNE 20-24: The Edge (junior high)

JULY 16-23: Yakama Mission Trip (senior high) 

SR. GIRLS’ TEA 

HOSTED BY ALI 
CAMPBELL 
2:30 PM

 SR. GUYS’ FREE FLIGHT 

AT ALTADENA PARK
12:30 PM
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY

NEW WTW BIBLE STUDY  FOR SUMMER 2022 |  ANXIETY  |  BEGINS MAY 30/JUNE 1
Ladies of Altadena come join your sisters this summer as we study the Word together. This summer we will 
have an 8 session study spanning June and July, with a week off  for Camp Solid Rock.  Our study, “Anxiety: 
Finding Comfort and Reassurance from God” addresses a real felt need for most of us these days!  We will focus on 
scripture each week as we press in to God, seeking His answers to our need.  Please join us.  Each lesson stands 
alone, so we encourage you to come as your summer schedule allows. This is a great time to join if you haven’t 
been before, or rejoin if you’ve been away for a bit!  You’ll fi nd women who will warmly welcome you, and will 
honestly share the struggles and joys of their walk with God.  Childcare for all ages is provided at the Wednesday 
AM study.  Study guides will be available to purchase for $9 in the Church Parlor.

TIMES & LOCATIONS:

Monday afternoons | 3:00-4:30 PM | at the home of Wendy Allison (4612 S.Lakeridge Dr. 35244) and via ZOOM 
(contact Wendy to be added to zoom list). No babysitting provided. Beginning May 30-July 25

Wednesday mornings | 9:00-11:00 AM | meeting in the church parlor. We begin June 1-July 27 (no meeting on 
June 8). There is childcare for all ages.

Friday afternoons | Contact Martha Darden at msdarden@bellsouth.net for more info.

Questions? Contact Wendy Allison at 205.936.2000 or wendy.allison.83@gmail.com.

“The Women of AVPC met together in February for a time of fellowship, refreshment, and friendship at 
our annual retreat.  The Fellowship Hall was transformed into a place of worship, beauty, and rest where 
we were able to truly be together as Sisters in Christ.  It was glorious and I am ever so grateful to the Lord 
for our body of women.  Heather”
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MARCH FINANCIAL REPORT
BEGINNING BALANCE INCOME EXPENSES TRANSFER ENDING BALANCE

GENERAL FUND $6,329 $107,131 $99,271 $-6,572 $7,617

MISSIONS $-2,061 $45,315 $40,569 $6,572 $9,257

TOTAL $4,268 $152,446 $139,840 $0 $16,874

MAY  BIRTHDAYS
1 George Bennett
2 Rick Halbrooks
2 Jeff  Lunceford
2 Mardi Penuel
2 Deb Warnat
3 Jamie Holmes
3 Ben McCallum
5 Bob Hess
6 Drew Russell
7 Alice Short
10 Austin Amerson
10 Mason MacCaughelty
10 Thomas Peters
10 Penny Prettyman

11 Grahame Bobo
11 Sam Parker
13 Ty Campbell
13 Jeri Marks
14 Tricia Dougherty
15 Anna Katherine Cohen
16 Kerith-Brook Helms
17 Beth Mullins
18 Kelly Jackson
18 Benji Snyder
19 Vandiver Phillips
22 Bettie De Shazo
24 Owen Ireland
24 Luis Orteza

25 Jeff  Cwynar
26 Laura Allday
26 Will Ward
27 Noah Allday
27 Sue Dalton
29 Mike Becker
29 Tracy M Labreche
30 Alli Campbell
30 Lucas Ireland
31 Christy Alley
31 Jacqueline Boggs

MISSIONS MINISTRY (CONT)
This past April we were privileged to have Scott and Dana Jennings spend time with us 

and share about their ministry with Worldwide Evangelism for Christ in Birmingham, 
England. The Jennings focus on church planting and minister directly with the homeless 

and those struggling with addiction. They shared a truly encouraging update of the 
many ways that God is working in the lives of the people in the community around 
them. They engage with their community in a variety of ways that promote their 

spiritual growth and development along with helping them develop life and work skills 
to end this cycle of addiction. 

Please pray for the Jennings and their family 
as they seek to reach the most vulnerable, hurting, 

and forgotten in this large urban city.

                                                                                    “Missions exists because worship doesn’t.” 
                                                                                                                                John Piper - Let the Nations be Glad

Are you interested in becoming more involved in missions and partnering with our missionaries who are being sent out around 
the world to reach the lost, the broken, and the hurting? Why not start by connecting with a missionary to receive their updates, 

pray for, and engage with them. This is a vitally important ministry that missionaries around the world truly need. You will not only 
be a part of God working around the world, but you will experience God working in your own heart as well! For more information 

and to get connected, please contact Dan Dougherty.
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