
at Altadena Valley Presbyterian Church



We are glad you are here.

Please vist our website at www.avpc.org for more information about our beliefs,
our staff  and our ministries.

We want you to feel as comfortable as possible while attending worship with us, so 
here are a few details which might be helpful to you.

• Children are always welcome to participate in worship with their families.
But, in case you need it, we do off er childcare for children ages 3 and under
during both morning services. Please ask an usher for directions to where
the childcare area is located.

• Midway through the worship services, children ages 4 to 6 years old will
be dismissed and escorted to their own church time in Room L-1 of the 
Education Building. Parents can pick up their children after Sunday School
(no later than 10:55 AM please) or after the 11:00 AM service.

• A Nursing Mother’s room, with an audio feed of the service, is located just
outside the Sanctuary, next to the Parlor.

If you are visiting with us, we would love an opportunity to get to know you better.
Please scan the QR code below, or sign the pew registry pad. We give our fi rst-time 
visitors a small gift, which you can get in the Welcome Center or Narthex.

Come, let us worship together!

VISITORS: 

SCAN HERE

In consideration of others, please silence all electronic devices.

  
Welcome  to  Altadena Valley
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
September 18, 2022 | 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM

PRELUDE

“Morning by Morning (I Will Trust)”

Daily I surrender. Grace for today is all that I need. Surprised by your mercy, it’s 
new every morning. Awaken my soul to sing. I will trust where you lead. I will trust 
when I can’t see. Morning by morning, great is your faithfulness to me. Breath by 
breath, overtaken by wonder. One step at a time when I’m overwhelmed. Strength 
for today, bright hope for tomorrow. Awaken my soul to sing. I will trust where you 
lead. I will trust when I can’t see. Morning by morning, great is your faithfulness 
to me. I will trust with all my heart. You are good, you always are. Morning by 
morning, great is your faithfulness to me. All fear be reminded, my future is secure. 
Oh, my Father has spoken and he keeps his every word. So I will trust. Oh, I will 
trust. Oh, morning by morning, I will trust where you lead. I will trust when I can’t 
see. Morning by morning, great is your faithfulness to me. I will trust with all my 
heart. You are good, you always are. Morning by morning, great is your faithfulness 
to me.

Words and music by Ben Smith, Daniel Bashta, Mack Brock, and Pat Barrett.

CALL TO WORSHIP  •   From Psalm 9:1-2, 7-11

(Leader) I will praise you, O LORD, with all my heart; I will tell of all your wonders. 
(Congregation) I will be glad and rejoice in you; I will sing praise to your name, 

O Most High.  

You, O LORD, reign forever; you have established your throne for judgment. 
You judge the world in righteousness; you govern the peoples with justice. 

You, O LORD, are a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble. 
Those who know your name will trust in you, for you, LORD, have never 

forsaken those who seek you.  

(All) Sing praises to the LORD, enthroned in Zion; proclaim among the nations 

what he has done.

Through God’s

Word, his people

are called to enter 

into his presence 

in corporate 

worship.

We encougage

you to use this

time to prepare 

your hearts for 

worship.
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INVOCATION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever. Amen.

THE WELCOME OF GOD

Our welcome

of one another 

is a tangible 

expression of 

God’s welcome 

to us.
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SONGS OF PRAISE

“Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”

(Chorus)  Hail to the Lord’s anointed, 
Great David’s greater Son! 
Hail in the time appointed, 
His reign on earth begun! 
His reign on earth begun! 

He comes to break oppression, 
To set the captive free, 
To take away transgression, 
And rule in equity.  (Chorus)

He comes with comfort speedy 
To those who suff er wrong, 
To help the poor and needy, 
And bid the weak be strong; 

To give them songs for sighing, 
Their darkness turned to light, 
Whose souls, condemned and dying, 
Were precious in his sight.  (Chorus)

He shall come down like showers 
Upon the fruitful earth, 
Love, joy, and hope, like fl owers, 
Spring in his path to birth. 

The tide of time shall never 
His covenant remove. 
His name shall stand forever, 
That name to us is Love.  (Chorus)

Words by James Montgomery. Music by Sandra McCracken.

PLEASE STAND



4

“There Is One Gospel”

There is one Gospel on which I stand for all eternity. 
It is my story, my Father’s plan, the Son has rescued me. 
Oh, what a Gospel, oh what a peace. My highest joy and my deepest need. 
Now and forever, he is my light. I stand in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

There is one Gospel to which I cling, all else I count as loss. 
For there, where justice and mercy meet, he saved me on the cross. 
No more I boast in what I can bring, no more I carry the weight of sin. 
For he has brought me from death to life. I stand in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

There is one Gospel where hope is found, the empty tomb still speaks. 
For death could not keep my Savior down, he lives and I am free. 
Now on my Savior I fi x my eyes, my life is his and his hope is mine 
For he has promised I too will rise. I stand in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

And in this Gospel the church is one, we do not walk alone. 
We have his Spirit as we press on to lead us safely home. 
And when in glory still I will sing of this old story that rescued me. 
Praise to my Savior, the King of life! I stand in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

And when in glory still I will sing of this old story that rescued me. 
Praise to my Savior, the King of life! I stand in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Praise to my Savior, the King of life! I stand in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
I stand in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Words and Music by Jonny Robinson and Rich Thompson.



5

“Great is Thy Faithfulness” (11:00 AM Service)

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
There is no shadow of turning with thee;
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;
As thou hast been thou forever wilt be.

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see:
All I have needed thy hand hath provided 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see:
All I have needed thy hand hath provided 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see:
All I have needed thy hand hath provided 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
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CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Awesome and compassionate God,

you have loved us with unfailing, self-giving mercy,

but we have not loved you.

you have never failed to provide all that we need

but we have not trusted you.

You constantly call us, 

but repeatedly we do not listen.

You ask us to love, 

but often we walk away from neighbors in need,

wrapped in our own concerns.

God of grace, as you come to us in mercy,

we repent in spirit and in truth,

admit our sin, 

and gratefully receive your forgiveness

through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. Amen.

Adapted from Worship Sourcebook 2.2.18. 

SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDON •  1 John 4:9-11, 19

In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his 
only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, 
not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love 
one another.

(All) We love because he fi rst loved us. Thanks be to God. 

Propitiation

means appeasing 

the wrath of God 

by the off ering of 

a gift or sacrifi ce. 

We receive 

assurance that 

God loved us so 

much, he sent his 

Son, Jesus, as a 

propitiation for 

our sins.

We encourage you

to use this time for 

silent refl ection.

As a corporate

body, we confess 

our sins to God and 

call out to him for 

forgiveness. 

PLEASE  BE SEATED
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HYMN OF RESPONSE  •  #263 (vs. 1, 3, 4, 5)

“Lift High the Cross”

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,
Till all the world adore his sacred name.

Come brethren, follow where our Savior trod,
Our King victorious, Christ the Son of God.

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,
Till all the world adore his sacred name.

O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
As thou hast promised, draw men unto thee.

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,
Till all the world adore his sacred name.

Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease
Beneath the shadow of its healing peace.

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,
Till all the world adore his sacred name.

For thy blest cross which doth for us atone,
Creation’s praises rise before thy throne.

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,
Till all the world adore his sacred name.

PLEASE STAND
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SHARING & PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READING  •  Romans 1:8-15

1:8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith 
is proclaimed in all the world. 9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my 
spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I mention you 10 always in 
my prayers, asking that somehow by God’s will I may now at last succeed in 
coming to you. 11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual 
gift to strengthen you— 12 that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each 
other’s faith, both yours and mine. 13 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, 
that I have often intended to come to you (but thus far have been prevented), in 
order that I may reap some harvest among you as well as among the rest of the 
Gentiles. 14 I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the 
wise and to the foolish. 15 So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are 
in Rome.

PLEASE  BE SEATED

At this time, 

children ages 4-6 

are dismissed for 

their worship.
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SERMON   •   “Gospel Relationships” Rev. Brad Allison

It’s important to remember that Romans is a letter and not a theological treatise. 
The diff erence is that a letter is a personal communication, while a treatise is 
an explanation of a particular topic. When you read someone’s letters, you can 
begin to see that person’s heart. A treatise might give you insight into a person’s 
intellect, but a letter reveals more of the whole person. Over the years, I have 
read many books by Francis Schaeff er. But it was only after reading his collected 
letters that I felt like I had come to know the man himself. In today’s passage 
from Romans, its quality as a letter is obvious, and it reveals to us Paul’s heart for 
people. Though he knew some of the Christians in Rome, most were unknown 
to him. Yet his loving heart toward them is obvious. The gospel that Paul has 
believed and that he proclaims has changed Paul into a man with a loving heart. I 
note three qualities of gospel relationships in these verses.

I. He Begins With Encouragement – v. 8

II. He Prioritizes Presence – v. 9-13

III. He Pays His Debts – v. 14-15
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GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

SONG OF RESPONSE

“Oh, How Good It Is”

Oh, how good it is when the family of God dwells together in spirit, in faith and 
unity; where the bonds of peace, of acceptance and love are the fruit of his 
presence here among us. So with one voice we’ll sing to the Lord, and with one 
heart we’ll live out his Word, till the whole earth sees the Redeemer has come, 
for he dwells in the presence of his people. Oh, how good it is on this journey we 
share to rejoice with the happy and weep with those who mourn; for the weak 
fi nd strength, the affl  icted fi nd grace when we off er the blessing of belonging. 
Oh, how good it is to embrace his command to prefer one another, forgive as he 
forgives. When we live as one, we all share in the love of the Son with the Father 
and the Spirit.

Words and Music by Keith and Kristyn Getty, Ross Holmes, and Stuart Townend.

As an act of 

worship, we give

back to God a 

portion of our 

many blessings.

“When we live as 

one, we all share 

in the love of 

the Son with the 

Father and the

Spirit.”



11

Words and Music used by permission.  All rights reserved.  CCLI #123371.

HYMN OF RESPONSE  •  #644

“May the Mind of Christ My Savior”

May the mind of Christ my Savior 
Live in me from day to day,
By his love and pow’r controlling 
All I do and say.

May the Word of God dwell richly 
In my heart from hour to hour,
So that all may see I triumph 
Only through his pow’r.

May the peace of God my Father 
Rule my life in everything,
That I may be calm to comfort 
Sick and sorrowing.

May the love of Jesus fi ll me 
As the waters fi ll the sea;
Him exalting, self abasing, 
This is victory.

May his beauty rest upon me 
As I seek the lost to win,
And may they forget the channel, 
Seeing only him.

BENEDICTION

PLEASE STAND

Our worship

concludes with

God sending us

into the world 

with his blessing.

WEEKLY BIBLE READING  (September 19 - September 25)

Acts 10-11      •      Acts 12      •     Acts 13-14      •     James 1-2      •        James 3-5



OUR MISSIONARIES OF THE WEEK  are Tom and Kristin Franklin. Tom is the Senior Pastor of Homewood 
Community Church, a PCA church plant.

• WOMEN’S FALL LUNCHEON: TODAY! Ladies! Come enjoy lunch on us, today, immediately 
following the late service. No reservations are required. No childcare provided for this event. 

• EVENING MEAL - TONIGHT: Tonight the fellowship meal will be a “bring your own” event.  Pack a 
family picnic and join us in the park or Fellowship Hall if there is rain. 

• PRAYER WALK: Next Sunday, September 25 you are encouraged to join us from 5:00 – 6:15 pm for 
a prayer walk around the church campus.  As God continues to heal us from the pandemic, we are 
gathering to pray for our fall ministries especially related to our children and youth.  Meet in the 
Fellowship Hall at 5:00 PM.  

• WOMEN’S FALL BIBLE STUDY: This fall, we off er two study times, on Monday afternoons from 
3-4:30 and on Wednesday mornings from 9-11:00 AM in the church parlor. Please check ENews or 
website for details. Study guides are now available for $9.00 in the church parlor.

• MEMBERSHIP WEEKEND: Are you thinking about church membership at Altadena? Come to our 
next Membership Event, Friday, October 14. Dinner is served at 6 PM, followed by an informational 
meeting. You will meet church staff  and hear about ministry opportunities at AVPC. Visit the 
Announcements tab of the church website for more details. Deadline to register is October 7.

• FALL MEN’S STUDIES: We off er the following Bible study opportunities for the men of Altadena. 
On the fi rst and third Sunday of every month from 5:00-6:30 PM, at the home of Barry Parker and 
on Monday mornings, from 6:30-7:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall. Please check the ENews or church 
website for more details.

• MEN’S RETREAT 2022: Register now for the next men’s retreat, October 7-8, at Camp Chula Vista. 
Registration closes September 30. Contact Blake@avpc.org with your questions.

• COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE: On Wednesday, September 28, the Lifesouth Community Blood 
mobile will be in Altadena Park from 12:00-7:00 PM. No appointment is necessary. Please donate 
blood as you are able. 

• POTLUCK PICNIC - Saturday, September 24, the Outreach team invites you to a Potluck Picnic in 
the Park. Meat will be provided - bring a dish to share. Come join our neighbors and enjoy good 
food and beautiful fall weather. 5:30 - 7:00 PM.

• GRAY HAVENS CONCERT: September 25, 7:30 PM. Tickets available for AVPC at the discounted 
price of $18 through the end of today.  See church website for more details and link.  $25 next 
week. (Doors open at 7:00 PM.)

AnnouncementsAnnouncements
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09/11/22 

Receipts

Year-To-Date 

Receipts

Year-To-Date

 Requirements

Over(Under) 

Budget

General Fund $44,255 $822,052 $914,834 ($92,782)

Faith Promise $2,021 $221,878 $231,676 ($9,798)

SUNDAY (SEPTEMBER 18) 

8:30 AM Worship Service
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
 Brad | Romans 1:8-15
12:00 PM  Women’s Fall Luncheon
5:00    PM Kid’s Bridge Night
 Youth Ministry Night
 Chancel Choir
 Community Groups 
6:30    PM Fellowship Dinner - Bring Your Own

MONDAY DAY (SEPTEMBER 19) 

6:30 AM Men’s Breakfast 
3:00 PM WTW Bible Study 

TUESDAY (SEPTEMBER 20) 

7:00 PM Session Meeting  

WEDNESDAY (SEPTEMBER 21) 

9:00 AM  WTW Bible Study  
6:00 PM Community Groups 
6:15 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
6:30 PM Youth Small Groups

THURSDAY (SEPTEMBER 22) 

9:00 AM  Men’s Coff ee 

SATURDAY (SEPTEMBER 24) 

5:30 PM  Potluck Picnic - Altadena Park 

SUNDAY (SEPTEMBER 25)*

8:30 AM Worship Service
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
 Michael | Romans 1:16-17 
5:00 PM Prayer Walk - AVPC campus 
 Kid’s Bridge Night
 Youth Ministry Night
 Chancel Choir
 Community Groups
7:30 PM Gray Havens Concert - (Doors   
 open at 7:00 PM)

CalendarCalendar
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*Celebration of The Lord’s Supper

• ENGAGING DISABILITY: Did you know our church has a newly-formed team that exists 
to serve and support families impacted by disability? This group hosts a monthly Parent/
Caregiver Support Group on the fi rst Tuesday evenings of each month. For more details on this 
meeting or other channels of support, contact Nicole Collier (205.480.9343).
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